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PLAIN REASON, &c. 


LETTER LI. 


How much, my friend, this little piece 
may be 
Approv'd, or not, *twas well deſign'd by me: 

It's void of rancour, and fanatic gall ; 

It therefore claims th' indulgent will of all. 

From ſharp diſputes, however ſound and 
true, | 

Content will ſeldom, but diſguſt enſue. 

For, truth, plain dreſs'd in modeſt ſtyle, 
diſarms 

The hand of wrath; whilſt frantie zeal alarms. 

On modes of worſhip ſeldom folks agree: 

Let diſputants behave like you and me. 

But 1 the loſs; when ſenſe and reaſon 
fall, 

Pride enters in, and prejudice to rail : 

With ſtormy clouds, the void of wit and ſkill, 

Of knowledge, manners, and good nature fill. 

It is not out of candid zeal that ſome _ 

Diſpute, but for t' affront and overcome. 


A 2 To 


1 ) 
To maul his neighbour, and his weakneſs 
ſhew, 


And o'er the vanquiſh'd victim proudly crow: 


* Whilſt meekly men, who know religion beſt, 

T' improve another. not t' aggrieve, conteſt, 

Tis ſeldom thoſe who moſt affect are real; 

For virtuous men their merits moſt conceal, 
In London once, yes, at the John of Gaunt, 

I met the col'nel of a regiment, 

We ſpoke of wars, and wounds, of laws, and 

Kings; 

Of Iriſh, Englith, and religious: things ; 

In every point, except the laſt, agreed; 

We flatiy differ'd on th' Apoſtle s Creed, 

Revere, ſaid he, the ſmart of this ratan, 


Be Monk; Or Church, or Maſs, or Muſſulman. 


I dread, faid I, the martial coat you wear 

Why don't you then, my mourning garb re. 
vere ? 

It's true, by Gog, felenting Mars replied, 


Which of your friends, or wife, or miſtreſs. 


died ? * 


My miftreſs, Sir,—O! had it heen the wife. 


Shake bands, ſaid he, we'll have no further 

| ſtrife, 

The like, by Joe, befell myſelf ie, 

I beg your pardon, and lament your ſtate, 

Hence favour, friendſnip, and good will took 
place, 


We dropt the Creed for ſake of preſent peace. 


On 
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On which; a comic youth who ſat along, 
Calls in a caſt, —and ſung this little ſong. 


A Prieft and a Col'nel had met at an inn, 
Religion the one, t' other War uſher'd in; 
The one blood-anour'd, C ot! zer pray'd for 

his life: 


Jack laugh'd at them both with a blaſt of his 
fife 


You're y oung ſays, the Proll, and fo like- 


wite am l, 

Diſpute not of Fatt h with ſuch men ' till you 
die: 

There's a time for Religion, a time for a jeſt, 

A time fit for preaching, another for reſt. 

Hold, hold, ſays the Col'nel, almoſt in a 

rage, 

Youlaugh at Religion, you jibes, on the ſtage. 


alth is a ghoſt that — 5 co ards of many, 


Honor forbids vs therefore to have any. 


No, Faith's an indentuge; a Barriſter cried, 
And we're the beſt judges on earth to decide. 
The Pulpit mult preach what the Senate de- 


fines, * 
You're judg'd by the lawyers, and not your 
divines. 
No, no, ſays a Quaker, you're nothing but 
ſcribes; 
Your Prieſts are the Rabins, and Cæſar pre- 
(cribes 


A 3 | Religi- 


(0) 


Religion's a mode that muſt alter by time; 
Now Fancy, not Law, makes the older a crime, 


Thus ended the conteſt; every one ſung 
a ſong, and we parted all in good humour, 
and fo may all contending parties; nor do l 
ſee any, who have more need of good na- 
ture, decorum, and patience, than religious 
diſputants. : 

I muſt confeſs, there is one great advan- 
tage in learned argument and controverſy, 
if people would obſerve the forms of good 
manners and common civility, eſpecially 
charity ; for, if there were no ſuch trials of 
ſkill and knowledge, there would be no 
emulation; and the great republic of letters 
would ſoon dwindle down to nothing; arts and 
ſciences would ſoon gather ruſt, and decay; 
and Religion even would ſoon get leave to 
fleep on Sundav; the Holy Bible, and Book 
of Prayer would become the food of moths, 
and not of Chriſtians; for the very Clergy, 
if there was no oppoſition, no ſear of argu 
ment and controverſy from any quarter, 
would ſoon lay their ſpiritual arms aſide, and 
loll afleep in ſſoth and ſupine indolence ; end 
conſequently ſink into ignorance; and at 
laſt into a ſtate of nature: and to prevent a 
general defeat of religion, learning, and 
knowledge, controverſy is abſolutely as ne- 


ceſſary for the Church Militant, as martial 
exerciſe 
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exerciſe is for the King's army, to defend 
his crown, his laws, and his people: by this, 
ſcholaſtics are forced to read, examine, and 
compare both ſides of the queſtion; to ex- 
ert all their faculties, and abilities, to main- 
tain their profeſſions, and cenfute their an- 
tagoniſts, or ſubmit. It is, I humbly pre- 
ſume, for this very reaſon, that God ſaid, 
Hereſy muſt be; not that the gracious God is 
the cauſe of Hereſy ; for he could not, by 
any means, be the cauſe of that, which he 
abſolutely condemns, and forbids, under 
pain of judgment. But he permits many 
things, which he ordained not; for, he left 
man to the freedom of his own will. 
“ Blefled is he, who could tranſgreſs, and 
did not tranſgreſs; who could do evil, 
*and did it not.” Eccles. chap. 31. 

Wherefore, I muſt confeſs, that I believe 
theſe people who condemn all controverſy, 


but that which favours their own opinion 


and humour, muſt be, either indifferent 
about truth, indolent and lazy to look out 
for it, or prejudiced in the higheſt degree; 
ſo far as to be afraid to look it in the face, 
for fear of being overcome by it's awful 
evidence, The fooliſh man ſaid in his heart, 
there is no God, —He would not underſtand 
(earn or believe) to do well. But how can 
a weaker man engage with a ſtronger ? I 
alwer, the battle is not always to the 


ſtrong, ” 


1 
ſtrong. &c. When there is queſtion about 
Religion, in particular, it is not with our own 
-Nrength, or weapons we ſight, but with the 
gentle arms of Religion and reaſon; the pure 
Word of God, the ſacred voice of his Church 
1s our land-mark, ſtrength, and ſufficient 
Warrant againſt all attacks; for, altho' much 
natural wit, ſagacity, and learning may 
overcome the weakneis and ignorance cf 
ſome; the art and learning of the world, 
will turn day into night, before it can turn 
truth into falſehood: all that the vain arti 
fice and ſophiſtry of man can do, never hal! 
be able to undo one word of what God hath 
ſaid : Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, 
but his words never ſhall, &c. There have 
been ſome falſe prophets, falſe teachers; 
a Judas among the twelve Apoſtles, a N. 
cholas among the ſeven Deacons, a Core, 
Dathen, and Abiron, with a legion of their 
__ unfortunate adherents, among the Hoſt of 
Iſrael; ſome bad priefts, and bad people, 
from the beginning of time, and will be to 
the end of the world. The moſt powerful 
emperors, kings, and potentates of the 
world have been overcome by the ſacred 
word of the living God: no wonder; that 
eternal Word of Truth, which created Hea- 
ven and Earth out of nothing: ſince there- 
fore the powers of Hell cannot overcome 
dhe Church, which that word, Chr, een 
ed, 


19 
ed, and for ever eſpouſed. Mat. xvi. How 
can it be defeated by man? Indeed, if it 
could, it had been long ſince demolithed ; 
not only by Heathene, abandoned finners, 
ſchiſm and hereſy, but even by the ſloth, 
ambition, avarice, and immoralities of too 
many Biſhops, Doctors, Prieſts and Dea- 
cons of it's own houthold, breaſt and bo- 
ſom ; which, if duly conſidered, proves, 
without any other argument, that the 
church eſtabliſhed by Chriſt, could not fall; 
for if the inviſible hand of Providence did 
not continually ſupport her, we had long 
lince deſtroyed and eraſed her ourſelves to 
the foundation. | 

Now, I Would afk, in the name of com- 
mon ſenſe, and reaſon, why people, on ac- 
count of their different perſuaſions, abuſe 
and 1!]iberally treat one another; ſure, the 
more one party defends his principles, the 
more he warns the other to ſtudy and exa- 
mine his own, whether they are defenſible 
or not. If he finds they are, he is alarmed 
to ſupport them; if he diſcover they are 

' Tot, he ought to renounce them, for his 
own ſake: and, inſtead of being oftended, 
has he not juſt reaſon to be obliged to thoſe 
who warned him of his danger? who is he, 
with his two eyes open, that would not warn 
blind man. ready to fall down a precipiece ? 

Wherefore, I contend, that any man, let him 
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4 
be of what perſuaſion he may, as long as he 
looks upon me to be of an erroneous per- 
ſuaſion, ought, in charity and humanity, to 
warn me of the danger he believes J am in; 


and inſtead of taking offence, I ought to re- 


turn him thanks; and likewiſe, if I beliey- 
ed he was wrong, I ſhould return him the 
like charitable compliment. Can he have 
more charity who flatters you in your errors, 


than he who warns you in the ſpirit of meek- 


neſs and zeal, for your own good ? Does 
not St. Paul. deſire his diſciple, to argue, 


check, and rebuke in time, or ſeaſon, and 


not out of ſeaſon; and was he uncharitable 
for that? But now it is become indelicate, 
nay, termed uncharitable, to ſay, that any 
ſect, perſuaſion, or religion in the world, 
nay, the Mahomitan, Turk, or Pagan, 


ſhould be wrong; or accountable for any 
mode, manner or ſyſtem of belief. 


If any man, of a different religion, told 
me, that he verily believed | would. be damn- 
ed. if [did not change my religion, I ſhould 
look upon him, as a more candid, honeſt 
man, than another, who was of the fame 
opinion, but would not give me any ſuch 
warning. So that if people behaved conſiſt- 
ant with reaſon. or religion, or the com- 


mon ties of humanity. they would, inſtead 


of hateing, or abuſing, love, relieve, and 
$ | admo- 
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1 
admoniſn one another, in the ſpirit of wiſ- 
dom and true benevolence. 


Farewell. 
11 * TEN H. 


I allowed a free examination, or contro- 
verſy, on account of it's tendency to the 1n- 
veſtigation of truth, as an exerciſe of great 
utility, did I not dilavow and condemn eve- 
y indiſcreet and illiberal uſe of it? Religion, 
as you jultly obſerve, is a delicate plant: it 
ſhrinks in, and trembles at the uncouth touch 
of a rude hand, like the ſenſitive plant. No 
wonder the ſeed of it came down from Hea- 
ven, firſt, in figure and promiſe, by the mi- 
niſtry of the Prieſts and Prophets of the Old 
Law; next, in full ſhape and ſubſtance, by 
I=ſus Chriſt, Yes, it is a venerable, noble 
plant, that ſhould pe gently treated by hal- 
lowed hands, like thoſe of Aaron, with lips 
Ike thoſe of [ſaiah, touched with fire; 
ay, purged with a burning coal, brought by 
an angel off the alfar of the Lord, to pu- 
rify the li ps of the Prophet and the Prieſt. 
| ſaid, Fug lips of the Prieft ; for, of all the 
ſervants and officers of the Almighty God. 
upon this earth, no one ought to be more 
pure, clean and ſanctified, than the Prieſts 
of the New Law of grace: it is a law of love, 
meekneſs, mercy and benevolence the 
B 2 prime 
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prime miniſters of it, ought therefore, to 
ſhine with all theſe vir tuous ornaments. It 
was to enable them to be kind and bene vo- 
lent, as well as to live in a ſtyle becoming 
the dignity of their character, they have 
been endowed with fo much temporal pro- 
perty. 

The Kings, Patriarchs, Prieſts, and Pro- 
phets of the Old Law, fought the Infidels of 
the world, and facrificed. their lives and for- 
tunes, in defence of the type and ſhadow ef 
the Chriſtian religion; and the Son of God 
ſealed it in his laſt teſtament with his dy- 
ing breath and blood; his Apoſtles, and le- 
gions of faithful followers have been martyr- 
ed by the bloody hands of Pagans for it. 

[ Is it not as aſtoniſhing, as it is ſhameful, to 

| behold Chriſtians treating one another with 

l the fiergeneſs that Infidels uſed againſt their 

; forefathers, the primitive. Chriſtians; as, 
alas! they have too often done, under the 
borrowed eloak of reli gion; as if religion 

_ would authorife and diſpenſe with what ſhe 
abſclutely condemns : yes, to ſee the fol- 
lowers of Chriſt tearing down: the fruitful. 
branches of the. Tree &f Life, for manual in- 
ſtruments to deſtroy. one another; and un- 
der the ſhadow of the tree, uſurping a ſanc- 
tion of indemnity to abuſe, bely, and miſ- 

repreſent, and threaten one another vitl 
vengeance, for making a candid proſe: 
of 
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of their religious principles, in a country, re- 
markable for toleration, liberty, and faluta- 
ry laws. There is nothing more contrary 
to the ſpirit of religion, and the meekneis 
of the divine Author of it, who never for- 
ced the free will of man, and diſpaſſionate- 
y heard rebellious ſinners outrage his divine 


ſome of theſe wretches of evil ſpirits, they 


malice, to cry out, he was a Samaritan, and 
that he was in league with the Devil: Chriſt 
was the true Samaritan, to be fure, but not 
in their ſenſe ; for the word Samaritan, ſig- 


mnfl's h-minum, as Job calls him: he was the 
dvine keeper and watchman of his Father's 
flock and vine yard. No, no, he never uſed 


dele, but the word af truth, and ſweet ad- 
monition, breathing and teeming with meek- 
nels, love and charity; confirming, at the 
lame time, his divine miſſion, with miracles. 


lots, now a days, but to commiſerate the 
blind and the weak, he took human fleſh. 
He left his followeres the true precedents of 
pattence, humility, and reſignation. It is 
not by the ſound of the word alone, or by 
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perſon, even when he was diſpoſſe ſſing. 


had the frontleſs ingratitude, and inſerpal 


mifies a watchman, or keeper ; he was the 


any other arms, to reclaim ſinners and Infi- 


of mercy and power ; it was not to exaſpe- - 
tate, like frantic biggots, and indifcreet ze2-- 


the dead. letter of the Scripture only, we 


* — 
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may expect to reclaim ſinners, or make con- 


verts: the ſalutary word of inſtruction pre- 1 
pares the ſenſes, whilſt example attracts the 0 
heart, as the magnet or load- ſtone attracts iron. 4 

Now, as there can be nothing more inte- i 
reſting to us than our ſalvation, it behoves Ml © 
every one, to ſearch and try, amongſt all 5 
theſe different modes of worſhip, where he Il © 
may have the beſt chance to work for it; , 


but if people read no other books of con- 
troverſy, except thoſe which favour their MI; 
own principles, they never can be ſure of 
their own ſafety ; for how can you condemn 
another, without knowing his principles? 
how do you know, therefore, but that they 
may be ſounder. and better than your own? 
vou may, perhaps, anſwer, that you know 
my principles already, though you never 
thought it worth vour trouble to read them, 
except what you ſaw of them refuted and 
condemned by thoſe of other perſuaſions: 
but that anſwer will not do; for it is not 
from the mouth of my adv erſary that I am 
to be condemned, without hearing myſelf, 

and my evidence. W. herefore. you ought 
to learn my principles, as I ſhould learn 
your's, before either of us can juſtly con- 

demn one another. It is, therefore, by this 
rational method, that we come at the truth, 

provided we purge our minds firſt of all preju- 


dices of education; for we cannot be all right; 
we 
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we grow up like trees, according to the bent, 
ſoll, "and care we get in our tender thought- 
Teſs youth, crooked or ſtraight ; and when 
we g:0w up to manhood and ftrenath, our 
early bents and impor. ſſions grow in propor- 
tion ſtrong; 27% { fubborn : and for that rea- 
ſon, requi: 0 great re ſolution, and ſelf-denial, 
to wain our {elves oft theſe early imprel⸗ 
fons, in order to be open to the conv.ction 
of truth. But who ſhould heſita te a moment, 
to determine himſeit, on ſo important a 
cauſe? yes, whereupon, no leſs than eter- 
nal ſalvation depends. It is for that reaſon, 
have employed a conſiderable part of my 
life and ſtudy, to find ont the ſafeſt ſhip a- 
mongſt all this floating fleet, io teke in paſ- 
ers for that wiſhed-for port of a happy 
cternity.—— Which I with to you, and to all 
the world. 

[ will finiſh this letter, to ſave you the 
trouble of reading too mucn at once; for 
the narrow capacity of our underſtanding 
s like that of our ſtomach, we digeſt mo- 
gerate meals beſt ; the leſs we eat at once the 
loner we grow hungry: 1 will aſk leave to 
add, that however neceſſary it be to ſearch 
ad try, it will be little better than beating 
the air, without the grace of God to enligh- 
ten our underſtanding ; and he certainly de- 
erves it moſt, who moYl ſincerely and hum- 


vy endeavours to And out the true way to 
life: 
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life: “ Seek, and you ſhall get; ſearch, ard 
you ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be opened 
unto you.” However inſtructive reading 
muſt be, Faith comes by hearing ;” there. 
fore, if we could read the entire Pible, and 
all the controverſy in the world every day 
of our life, it would not do; for, the holy 
Scripture, which we read, although the ſeeds 
olf life are contained in it, ſays not, that 
faith comes by reading; but, by hearivs, 
and conſequeritly, we are obliged to hear: 
but now, the important queſtion of queſti- 
ons, is, Whom ſhall we hear? the mouth of 
truth anſwers that material queſtion, and 
' ſays, The Church, the Church. He that 
will not hear the Church, let him be unto thee, 
as a Heathen and a Publican.” Matth. xvii, 
-T7. There we are indiſpenſibly bound to 
hear the church; therefore, there muſt a! 
ways be a viſible church; but if that viſible 
church fell into error and falſehood, ſhe then 
ceaſed to be the church to be heard, and 
conſequently there was no church to be neard 
at all upon Earth, and of courſe, an end te 
' Chriſt's commands to hear the church, & 
Now, has not the church a right to declare 
thoſe condemned, whom Chriſt himſelf con- 
demned. But Chriſt condemned thoſe that 
would not hear the church; therefore, tit 
church had a 1ight to condemn ſuch #5 dd 
mot hear her, from the begining. She ON 
- derrnel 
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: Wl d:mned Arius, for denying the divinity of 
4M Chit, and Berengarius, for denying the 
Real Preſence of Chriſt, in the bleſſed ſa- 
crament of the Euchariſt ; that is, the Lord's 
1 Wl Supper. If you allow the one, why not the 
y otner ſentence? ; and conſequently all her de- 
ly ciſions. This is plain reaſon, indeed. If 
ds Wl ſhe is the pillar and ground-work of truth, 
at! ſhe ought to be heard: but ſhe is that, 1 
„„ Tim. iii. This paving the way to a ſecond 
re WM queſtion, of no leſs moment than the firſt , 
. that is, among all thoſe different perſuaſions 
of Ml whereby we are ſurrounded, which to chuſe ? 
nd I fay, in one word, that church which is moſt 
nat MW conformable to the Apoſtles! Creed, and the 
ee, Ml Holy Scriptures. Let people not deceive 
ini, WY tmemſelves. To. x. 16. There ſhall be one 
toll fold, one ſhepherd.” © One Lord, one 
a. Faith, one Baptiſm.” Eph. iv. This is 
ble enough, for the purpoſe of a letter, to ſhew 
ven the unity of the church of Chriſt. By her 
nd {MW <ifinguiſhing charaQeriſtics, or marks, you 


ard may ſoon, by the grace of God, mark her 
te heut among a thouſand; and I have only given 
Nona few hints, to point the way for yau; 
are nd beſeech the ſearcher and enlightener 
on- et hearts, to inſpire, and conduc your good 
hat Abart and noble ſoul. Men are not to be 
the onded Uke aſſes, led like flaves, or taken 
4d WF"! ſurpriſe. 


c | . | | 
& any one has the misfortune to be bred up 
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in an erronious perſuaſion, he may be hear. 
ing ſermons all his days, in that perſuaſion, 
let it be what it may, without diſcovering 
his error; unleſs he ſeriouſly ſet about the 
inveſtigation of truth: and that he never 
can do, with ſucceſs, until he divelt himſelf 
of prejudice and paſſion, as I ſaid before, and 
alſo, call fervently for the grace of God. 
For faith is a divine virtue; and it is given to 
thoſe who call for it in the name of Chr iſt, 
in the ſpitit of obedience and humility, 
It is not an eaſy matter, for unlearned 
people, to diſtinguiſh between an artful he- 
crodox preacher, and an orthodox one: 
that is, between a falle, and a true preacher, 
By preaching, one man inſtructs or corrupts 
the flock he ſpeaks to; by writing, one man 
does the fame to thouſands, who never ſaw 
him. Itis by the channel of writing, howe- 
ver, our principles are beſt known. For, a 
man may preach up what he pleaſes to an ih 
literate flock, and, if they are not prejudiced 
againſt him, they will ſoon hear, and believe 
any thing he pleaſes from him, provided they 
like himſelf, and his manner of ſpeakingY 
thus have thouſands of unwary people been 
led aſtray ; firſt, by cut iofity, next, by ba- 
bit. and concelt, But when a-man commits 
his tencts of religion to print, he challenges 
the world to approve or diſapprove his prim 
ciples: this brings on a controv fv; he you 
may 
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may depend on it, the true church, where- 
ever, ſhe is, can never lye filent, or connive 
at Errors and innovations, in points of faith. 
And, you muſt acknowledge, that the firſt 
who lligmatiſes fundamental errors in doc- 
trine, or even in arts or {ciences, deſerves 
honour, before God and man. But, if ſuch 
4 man is not equal to the taſk, he muſt be a 
man of too much preſumption, if he does 
not, at leaſt, firſt ſubmit his work to the fu- 
periors, and doctors of his church, as the 
greateſt divines and doctors of the church 
always s do. Weak controvertiſts do more 
difcredit than honour to the emmon caule ; 
and their zeal, however great, can never at- 
tone for their preſumption. Nay, if. a man 
were as great a writer as St. Auſtin, St. Tho- 
mas St. Ambroſe, St. Gregory the Great, 
if he blend his arguments with too much. 
acrimony, aſperity, or even too much wit, 
his fine concluſions will fall a ſacrifice to his 
impetuous zeal and indiſeretion; and let him 
expect no great ſucceſs, at leaſt, from pre- 
jidiced minds; and every one is, more or 
lefs ſo, from education. Thoſe who are zea- 
ws to reclaim their fellow creatures from 
in and error, let them commence by gen- 


\ tie perſuaſion, and not by the ſtorm of in- 
vaion, hike a blo, dv general. battering and 


bom: "ding a garriſon. It is not by ſharp 
&clamation, z»orfonal recrimination, or in- 
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vectives that ſinners and obſtinate people are 
cured, No, it is bv proving the dignity af 
religion. by their own benignity, moderation, 
Chriſtian patience, and charity. The poor 
itray ſheep, the weak, the blind ah. the 
lame, are not to be drapooned, driven like 
wild b: alle, by violence, but, to be gently 
led beck into the fold of Chriſt, by the ſym- 
patk-ric hand of humanity ; carreſſed with the 
tender embrace of compaſſion ; and their 
wounds and ſores embalmed with the chriſm 
of mercy. 

Farewell, 
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My ſenſes ſhrink, my feeble ſtrength ex- 
pires; 
Yes, whilſt my taſk an angel's tongs requires. 
To ling thy ſpouſe, my God, who duely can? 
An arduous work, beyond the pow'r of man. 
Thy glorious bride, let us, eternal King, 
In humble ſtrains of admiraticn ling. 
The ſpotleſs daughter of gre Zion ſhe; 
The flow'r of Bethel, Gilead's fragrant t. ce; 
'The morning comet, and meridian light, 
Bright ev'ning far, and leading toren of 
night; 


— 


1 
God's ark of Fuith. unerring barge of Hipe, 
Clviſt's pledge of love, imperial teleſcope ; 
Fair Queen of Virtue, reaſureſe of grace ; 
0! ſpouſe of God, whocan thy beauties trace ? 
Blown on thine hallow'd brow, th' immor- 
tal roſe, 
Unchang'd by time, in ev'ry ſea ſon grows. 
Celeſtial jerns, all Paradiſe in bloom, 
Adorn the nuptials of thine heav'nly groom. 
Thou do'ſt, unconquer'd, and undoom'd to 
die: 
The ſtings of Death, and pow'rs of Hel] defy. 
Four theuſand years thy face in figure ſtood, 
Tit Chriſt reveal'd it in his ſacred blood. 
Triumphant, then, your golden trumpets 
8 blew, 
When T-ſus Tent his Paraclete to vou: 
The ſpheres of Hoav'n with jabilation rung, 
And floods of mercy from the Father ſprung. 
Your trophies, thence, from Pole to Pole 
advance, 
Like light'nings o'er the world's immenſe ex- 
panſe. 
Thy proweſs did the tyrant's rage ſubdue, 
The Pagan, Turk, and facralegions dat 
The keys of Heav'n, lodg'd in th ne hand 
remain, | 
To bind, unbind, baptiſe, remit, retain. 
Chriſt by thine organ, call'd the world around, 
ne Gentiles liſt'ned to thine awful ſound. 
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The ſinner trembled, kings confels'd their 1 
guilt, 7 
Their fives ſurrender'd, blood for Jeſus ſpilt: 
The wond'ring world the rapid luceck 
view'd, J 
Great nations by poor fiſhermen ſubdu'd; b 
Their Gods defeated, ſophies overthrown, 7 
By twelve diſarm'd, defenceleſs men alone; Wl 1 
For Chriſt did not, by his demeanour ſhow He 
His kingdom ſhould by human meaſures 
| grow. | 
The mere reverie, by which all others roſe, 
The King of Kings, to found-his kingdom 
choſe. 
For had it been on human baſis rais'd, 
Ir has, like cthers, been long fince, eras'd: 
Tu as not by fore, ambition's bloody ſword, 
You've conquer'd nations,—no, 'twas by the 
Word ; | 
Not by an Herod, or V. ſpaſtan's rod, 
Bur. bv the Word the ſimple word was God, 
That Word, which never will thy brealt de- 
{crt, 
Eſ:us'd, and wedded to thy faithful vey 
I h* eter ne | Word, which took the i-th of man, 
In Mary's womb th [ne infant reign began. 


Tt o cloath'din fleſh, the Virgin's royal gueſt, 
Vas, by the fhe pherds, Eaſtern kings cor 
feſs'd; 


Vith gifts moſterione, in the manger ſt. 'd, 
As King z as Pontiff. God and Man ador 2 
T 12 
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The ſhepherds came, the inſpired kings of 
th' Eaſt, 

To ſolemniſe the young Meſſiah's feaſt. 

From Heav'n deſcended, thine illuſtrious 
ns, 

To Bethel, Salem. Antiock, and Rome. 

Here didſt thou fix, 'till time exhauſted be, 

Thy central arch of faith and unity. 

Ves, on the rock, the rock of truth alone *, 

Chiiſt built thine houſe, himſelf the corner 
ſtone. 

It's awful ſpires to Heav'n itſelf aſcend; 

It's ſite the univerſe, from end to end 

The queen of nations, once, and error, Rome . 

Of faith divine, 1s | fince, the lamp become. 

No wonder, when her antient walls were 
da ſh'd 

With martyr'd blood, and tears propitious 
waſh'd. 

Your teeraing fountains, like the fleecy 

{now, 

With richer ftores; than golden bullion flow; 

Thy face withal, like that of Chriſt, mult © 

With ſpittles daſti'd, aſpers'd with Ca! ſumny. 

Tex, | ke the Sun, as if eclips'd a while, 

To ſtine more bright, again more glorious 
ſmile. 

Infernal malice, and the duſt of ſin, 

Vay touch the ſurface, not affect the ſkin. 


As 
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As gold, by fire, the more you ſuffer, thine 
Aufpicious face appears the more divine. 
The tempeſt may, the ſtorms of darkneſs 

roll, 
Your branches ruffle, not affect thy ſoul. 
Ycur throne on earth, is like the throne 
5 above, 
All AIP with God, replete with mercy, love, 
Ere time began, couch'd in Ichova's breaſt, 
Thy genius did, in ſolemn filence reſt. 
From Heav'n to Adam, Abel, David flew, 
And dwell'd, at jaſt, as if in Heav'n, with you. 
In Abe!'s off ring, and his murder'd b:uod, 
The ſhauſe of Chriſt, and Chriſt in figure 
ſtood; 

In Cain was Judas, Herod's ſhadow ſhown, 

All future treaſon, perſecution known. 

The impetuous tydes of which thou doſt 
viithſtand, 

Supported by ti Almighty? s potent hand, 

How can thou, then, by force or falſehood 
fail? 

Unleſs thy Chriſt his teſtament recall; 

By which thou art, 'till time no more exiſt, 

Th' inveſted heireſs of his intereſt. 

Thy kingdom ſhall, when Heav'n and Earth 
W. 1 ceaſe, 

Exiſt in glory, and eterna peace. 

The triumph of the holy Croſs art thou; 

An heav WA crown awaits thy ſuff'ring brow. 


The 
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The flocks of Heav'n and Earth in concert 


ſin 

The lations reign of thine eternal King. 
OneGod, oneLaw, oneLove, oneFaith divine, 
The members of the Church of Chriſt combine. 
That is the bond, and everlaſting tie, 

Which men and angels in the Lord ally ; 
The true criterion, and unerring rule 

To guide the wiſe, and counteract the fool. 


Third Letter. To a different Correſpondent. 


From a long and friendly acquaintance, 
and familiar converſation upoa various ſub- 
js, ſome of the laſt importance, upon 
which we ſometimes agreed, ſometimes 
differed, but that, without any violation 
of the forms of good manners, decency. or 
friendſhip: Altho' { am ſorry to be obliged 
to ſay, that is not always the caſe of o 
many, eſpecially, when the :conver{ation 
turns upon religious ſubjects; the only caſe 
Where Chriſtian brethren ſh-u'd behave moſt 
charitably, diſpaſſionate and delicate, ſince 
the very idea of religion ſuggeſts it, and 
conſcquently con demns that heat, and in- 
diſcreet animoſity which ariſes, commonly, 
more from ignorance, and prejudice of edu- 
cation, than from well grounded zeal and 
Principle: For a man of candor, ſolid judg- 

D ment, 
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ment, and liberal information, tho” he can. 
not agree, will hardly fall out with his an- 
tagoniſt, let him be right, or wrong; for it 
cannot be ſuppoſed, that ſuch a man will 
not be open to the conviction of ſtubborn 
facts, and manifeſt truth, or that he will 
treſpaſs upon the rules of civility, and good 
manners; becauſe he cannot convince a man 
of the truth, againſt his mind: No man can 
be convinced againſt his will: The will, 
may be forced, but that is an act of vio- 
lence. We are not to be dragooned, but 
gently led into conviction, by reaſon and 
found religion. But to fall into a paſſion 
with a man that will ſtand to neither, is a 
great folly. and anſwers no other end, than 
hardening the ignorant and prejudiced in 
their errors. There is a prejudice deriving 
from groſs ignorznce, which is, perhaps, the 
molt ſuſceptable of cure, eſpecially, win 
it is not blended with malice; another, be- 
gotten by falſe education and habit; which 
grows ſelf ſufficient, and ſo ſtubborn, in 
matters of religion, that nothing can cure 
it, but the grace of God, eſpecially thoſe, 
who contract a natural averſion to that mode 
of religion, which moſt oppoſes their own, 
together with a perſonal hatred of thoſe, 
who profeſs it; for, in that deſparate caſe, 
they become fo bitter, and biaſſed, that they 
cannot reliſh, nay, endure, what they can- 
not deny, from the lips of ſuch 71755 

Which 
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Which 1s one of the greateſt impediments 
to prevent people of different perſuaſions to 
come to the knowledge of divine truth : Add 
to theſe, that true faith is a ſupernatural 
gift; and that although this divine virtue 
comes by the channel of hearing, the dead 
ſound of the word, or the barren letter which 
we read, however neceſlary for our inftruc- 
tion, can never confer the ſupernatural grace 
of God, which comes by the Holy Ghoſt, 
through Jeſus Chriit, ro enlighten our weak 
underſtanding to receive and believe the 
myſterious 8 of divine faith: A man, 
however, muſt be diveſted of prejudice and 
elf ſufficiency, and open to the conviction 
of ſacred truth, before he can expect the 
miracle of enlightening grace. The heaven- 
ly ſeeds of faith are ſown, but grow not 
alike in every place : Some fall among bri- 
ars and thorns, ſome into dirty mud and 
mire, ſome on trodden high- ways, rocks, &c. 
and ſome in good foil ; and here alone does 
it bear and flouriſh ; the ſced is ſtill the ſame, 
but we are theſe different places, or ſoils, on 
whom the heavenly ſeeds are ſown; and we 
may fee how unequally they grow amongſt 
us; how much the wheat is blended, and 
choaked with tares, bfiars and thorns, &c. 
And what are theſe briars, &c. but thoſe 
Who did not, would not receive the ſzeds of 
faith, &c. And what are theſe fares, which 
the huſbandman found amongſt his d 
D 2 wheat, 
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wheat, but the errors of ſchiſm and hereſy, 
which the mimicus homo, the enemy of man- 
kind, ſowed after the huſhandinan, amongſt 
his good wheat ; and which tares are to be 
patiently ſuffered, till the good corn is 
ripe, and then to be ſeparated from it, 
and caſt into the fire. But this is the pro- 
vince of the Eternal Judge. People, under 
the general denomination of Chriſtians, may 
be divided and ſubdivided into many claſ- 
ſes, be ſides the good, and the bad, and the 
indifferent : The firſt, are thoſe who believe, 
and oblerve; the ſecond, who believe, but do 
not obſerve, or fulfil the law of God; the 
third, thoſe who are tepid, luke warm, and 
indolent, &c. Believers may alſo be divid- 
ed into two ſorts; to wit, thoſe who are 
right, and thoſe who ane wrong: The former 
believe upon principle, the latter on preju- 
dice: Happy are thoſe, who are bred up in 
the true faith, if they live up to it; unhap- 
py are thoſe, who are not; ſince it is, then, 
of the laſt importance, for all men to wiſh 
for, and endeavour to work their eternal 
ſalvation; and ſeeing it is impoſſible to at- 


tain that deſirable object. without pleaſing 


God, and that it is impoſlible to pleaſe God 
without faith. Heb. xi. 


And laſtly, that as there is but one God, 


there is but one Faſth, and one Baptiſm, be 
muſt behave worſe than an idiot, who wou'd 
not look out, and induitriouſly ſearch i 

0 that 
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that faith, without which he cannot be agree- 
able to God. Why, therefore, ſhould a man of 
reaſon, fit down ſupinely faticficd, and cock- 
ſure of that ſyſtem, or religious perſuaſion 
which he imbihed in his tender youth, be- 
fore he arrived at the age of reflection or 


judgement, when he ſees ſo many jaring, 


diſcordent, and different ſects and religions 
on every fide? Such a man takes it upon 
truſt, as if he were ſure, and certain, that 
his tutors were true members of the infalli- 
ble church, erected by Chriſt, and ſupported 
by the Holy Ghoſt ; for there mult be ſuch 
a church, or elſe, we are all groping in the 
dark, and toſſed to and fro, like the wreck 
of a ſhip, in a tempeſt, as led by the differ- 
ent ſenſe, bents, intereſts, and gratiſicati- 
ons of fleſh and blood; for. the natural di- 
verſity, and depravity of men beget diver- 
ſy of forms, ſyſtems and opinions, even 
in theſe natural things, which we fee and 
feel, and conſ-quently fall under our ſenſes : 
Why not, therefore, a fiori. in ſpiritual con- 
cerns; that! is, in matters appertaining to di- 
vine faith, founded upon ſuper natural my . 
ſteries, which we neither can ſee nor feel, 
but by the ſpiritual eye of divine faith, illuſ⸗ 
trated by the Holy Ghoſt. Sure no man, ex- 
cept a mere Deiſt, will allow ſalvation in a 
mutitude of different modes of worſhip, 


all diſ greeing and contradicting one another, 


no more than you can expect peace, ſaſety, 
D 3 Or 
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or protection, in any particular government 
or ſociety upon earth, when the ſubjects of 
the body corporate are bound by no eſtabliſh. 
ed ſy ſtem, or form of onilifuribnal laws, but 
as they pleaſe, If ſalvation, therefore, were 
attainable in all theſe numberleſs ſects and 
opinions (true faith excludes ppinton) it would 
be a matter of mere indifference, whether 
we were Papiſts or Proteſtants, Arians, Soci- 
mans, Pelagians, Muggletonians, Quakers 
Seekers. &c. &c. The Proteſtant, in this 
ſyſtem, could ſhew no reaſon, why he deſer- 
ted the Popiſh religion; the Mahometan, 
Socinian, and Arian, &c. would be as ſafely 
ſhipt, as Noah in his ark, or St. Peter in 
his barque, with Chrift. Suppoſing that to 
be fo, in vain did Chriſt eſtabliſh one Faith, 
one Baptiſm ; and unity, univerſality, and 
ſanctity would ceaſe to be the di Gineuiſhing 
marks eo his church. As for ſanctity of dog 
trine, or true piety of men, if theſe be allou- 


ed the Arian and Matometan churches, &c. 


who flatly deny the divinity of the Saviour 
of the world, the followers of, and true be- 
levers in Chriſt the Son of God, would be 
ranked in very bad company, &c. &c. 
There cannot be a greater contradiction in 
nature, reaſon, or theology. than to allow a 
true believer and follower of Chriſt and the 
profeſſed enemies of his croſs, the ſame me- 
rit and reward: The Deiſt and the Latitude- 
narian, by their extraordinary generoſity. al- 

lowing 


* „ 1 &f os #7 of 


23 ww 


1 


owing the ſame merit and reward to all 

ſects and ſeQaries indiſeriminately, provided 
they are morally honeſt, confound Chriſtia- 
nity with heatheniſm, theology with pagan 
methology, ſaving faith with hereſy and 
ſchiſm, hyerarchy with anarchy, ſenſe with 
nonſenſe, rea ſon with abſurdity, and r-ligt- 
on with libertiniſm. Now, certain it is, that 
the unity, and ſimplicity of one only God, 
requires the unity and ſimplicity of one 
only true faith; for it would be the greateſt 
paradox, and abſurdity of abſurdities, to ſay, 
that God could be equally pleaſed with, and 
abſolutely indifferent, about any mode and 
manner that every one upon earth thinks 
moſt ſuitable to his private judgement, and 
whimſical humour. It is an abſurdity, that 
no governor in a temporal police could ad- 
mit; wherefore, God could not. Let thoſe, 
therefore, who have received the divine gift 
of faith, for ſome one ſociety amongſt us 
have it, return due thanks to his merciful 
God, the Father of Lights, and take care 
that he abuſe not the divine grace; for faith 


| alone, without good works, inſtead of ſalva- 


tion, will be an aggravation to their damna- 
tion; and their eternal puniſhment will be 
vaitly greater than that of thoſe who never re- 
ce1y2.} the gift of faith, if they deſtroy and 
iorfeit the infinite grace and favours of God. 
Can any one, who has any juſt idea of the 
malte wiſdom of God, the eternal King 

and 
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and Legiſlator of Heaven and Earth, ſuppoſe, 
that he would built his church upon earth on 
ſuch a ſandy foundation, as to be blown down 
by any ſtorm, by the powers of Hell, or de- 
pravity of man ; and that, contrary to his in- 
fallible promiſes, as he ſaid to St. Peter, 
Thou art Peter: And upon this rock I will 
build my church: And the gates of Hell ſhall 
not prevail againſt it. &c. &c. Mat. xvi, 


Can one ſuppoſe, that the Son of God would 


have erected his ſpiritual kingdom upon Earth 
on a conſtitution more ſubject to change and 
reformation than a wiſe and provident tem- 
poral king would do? every one muſt con- 
feſs, that he could not. But if the church of 
Chriſt, could fall, at any time, into error 
and falſehood, the gates of Hell, &c. would 
certainly prevail againſt her, and defeat the 
promiſes, and teſtament of Chriſt. And he, 
conſequently, would have eſtabliſhed his own 
hierarchy, f. e. his divine government upon 
Earth, on a more imperfect ſcale and baſis 
than a wiſe, temporal legiſlator could be ſup- 
poſed to have done, For, a wiſe legiſlator 
would indubitably found his government 
on the moſt firm and permament eſtabliſh- 
ment he pAfibly could, by ordaining and 
inſtituting ſuch a code of ſalutary laws, as 
could be leaſt obnoxious to change, or altera- 
tion; and thoſe which ate leſs ſubject fo 
change and reform, ate the moſt perfect 
and effective, But if he left 1 

dual 
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dual of his ſubjects, to be equally at ſiherty to 
explain, and interpret thoſe laws, according 
to every one's private judgment, and capri- 
cious humour, ignorance, and intereſt ; could 
ſuch a king, or lawgiver, be deemed a wite 
man? No; he juſtly ought to be called the grea- 
teſt fool in his kingdom; for his laws would 
have no effect, his kingdom would immedi- 
ately fall, and he would eſcape well if he 
would not be the firſt dupe and victim of 
tis own folly. Now, if Jeſus Chriſt had left 
his teſtament to the private ſenſe, explanation, 
and execution at will, of every old woman, 
green horn ſcholar, cobler, tinker, &c. he would 
have acted mfinitely more unwiſely and leſs 
providently than any wiſe man upon earth 
could be thought to do, before his death, if he 
made any will at all. Is it not therefore clear 
as ſunſhine, from common ſenſe, and reaſon 
even, that Chriſt never left his laſt will and 
teſtament, the laws and ordinances of his hier- 
archy, or government on earth, at the will 
and diſcretion, private judgment, and un- 
derſtanding of every blockhead, viſionary 
noddle, ignorant peaſant, and old wife in the 
world: for. in that caſe, we might have as ma- 
ny churches, creeds, perſuaſions, and religi- 
ens, as we have different minds, conceptions, 
and faces; and who could condemn another ? 
The effect of which motly compound we 
ee too much about us every day; new ſects, 
dev opinions, new modes and ſyſtems, like 


E. new 
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new faſhions, and dreſſes, ſwarniing from the 
hot-bed of freethinkers, private judgment, 
human invention, and conceited, or rather af. 
fected light of enthuſiaſm; by which, the weak 
and fickle minds of fluctuati ng people, for 
human nature is fond of novelty. are diſtrac- 
ted, like the builders in the confuſion of Bz- 
qt and toſſed about to and fro, by every 

7 blaſt of fanatiſm, like young people af. 
5 ne faſhions, ſports, and public ſpecta- 
cles. Levity and curicſity draw people, eſpe- 
cially the youth, to hear and ſee mounte- 
barks and raerry-andrews, apes and monkeys 
playing antick tricks, and entertainir g gel- 
tures, on a public ſtage, whereby, the un- 
wary dupes are at length taken in, by the 
cunnmng mountebank, with their pockets pick- 
ed: and what have they for their loſs of time, 
and their money, at the end, but mo ackery, 
and impoſture, a phial, or little bottle of vi- 
negar and water, or pe: aps worſe, or a rot- 
ten i pill covered with a duft of i ſugar, as a me- 
dicine to. cure all their infitmities. Thus hath 
been un wary Eve cheated, and impoled up- 
on by tne cunning ſerpent; and thus are the 
ſimple and unwary, firſt led on by curicſity, 
to hear new preachers and new decttines; and 
if theſe new doQtrines, like the fair forbidden 
apple, appear elegant a nd plauſible, ſweet and 
harmonious, the preacher artful and inſinua— 
ting, the artificial flowers ſuffice for the fruit, 


the ſurface for 12 ſubſlance, ſine words for 
reaſon, 
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reaſon, and the ſheep's fkin for the true paſ- 
tor: and above all, if the new doctrine is fa- 
vourable to fleſh and blood; if it appear more 
eaſy and indulgent than that troubleſome old 
religion, erected on the ſevere maxims and 
hard precepts of the Goſpe), by which people 
were to faſt and pray, to keep annual lents 
and vigils, to mortify tae fleſh, ſubdue the na- 
tural paſſions thereof, and render it ſubordi- 
rate, and obedient to the ſpirit, &c. &. it 
can hardly fail to pick up, in theſs degene- 
rate times, ſome unwary recruits. 

On the general plan, however, of theſe 
times, whit private judgment holds good, 
every man may chovle his own religion, no 
matter how much they may all differ. I grant 
they may ; and ſo may e very man do good or 
evil, ſay . s Prayers or let them alone ; for 

Men is left to the freedom of his will; if he 
were not, he could have no merit in doing 
good, and declining evil; but our free will ne- 
rer can excuſe ſin, or ju ſtify our diſobedience 
to the laws of God and his church, the laws 
and ordinances of the temporal power and au- 
thority ordained over us; for all power de- 
tives under the infinite power of Go od; and con- 
{quently he that reſiſte th pos er, reſiſte th the 
Lord: wherefore, our free will can never au- 
thnmiſe. or indemnify us, to diſobey, or turn 
rebels to that church which he eſtabliſhed UP ; 
on earth, to be our guide and ſpiritual mother 
al miftreſs in all things belonging to divine 

E. 2 falth: p 


. 
faith: for ſhe is called the Ground and Pillar 
of Truth. 1 Tim. iii. 
Now, on the general maxim of free think. 
„by which every man is to chaſe for him- 
ſelf independently, the Papiſt has a right to 
claim the firſt place, as being the eldeſt child 
of the chutch, and conſequently expect the 
honour of ſeniority, and better treatment 
from his numerous offspring; and=fer 
ſhame !—ungrateful iſſue ! 

Finally, fince reformers are benevolent e- 
nough to allow ſalvation in the old Church of 
Rome, what reaſon could they have for de- 
ſerting her? for, ſure, they could not expe, 

wiſh for more in any other religion: but, 
if this old religion, and thoſe of theſe refor- 
mations differ in eſſential, and fundamental 
articles of religion, as they certainly do, 
which we daily read under their own hands; 
for. they call our article of Tranſubſtantiation 
downright idolatry ; decry the invocation 
Saints and Angels; run down Purgatory ; a- 
nointing the ſick ; the power of Chriſt to his 
Church to forgive fins, &c. &c. how can we 
both and all of us be in the ſame ſaving barge 
with Chriſt and St. Peter, or in that one ſav- 


ing chyrch, erected by Chriſt, of which the 


Ark of Noah was a type; becauſe there was 
no ſalvation out of that Ark? but, 1 wonder 
how people can allow ſalvation to idolaters: 
I muit confeſs, I cannot digeft theſe paradoxes 


of ſentiment, and contradictions to common 
{c nie! 
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ſenſe : but it is eaſy to ſee the reaſon vrhy they 
are ſo liberal ; for, according ts their own ma- 
xim of private judement, every man is to 
chuſe his religion es he chuſes a cow or a horſe 
it a fair, according to his humour and fancy, 
without conſulting & any church; therefore, if 
they denied ſalvation to the Roman Catholic, 
they would abjure their own principle ar— 
oument ; if they denied it to the Diſſenter, he 
would tell them, what right had you to re- 
ounce the Church of Rome? have we not an 
equal right ts diſſent from vou, and chuſe for 
ourſelves, as you cid? And would not this be 
the ſame anſ wer of every other ſect in theworld, 
however abſurd and ridiculous. By this gene- 
rity of ſentiment, people elude all ohjecti- 
ons, and croſs queſtions, under the cloak of 
charity for all religions, good or bad, indifcri- 
minately ; although they {wear apoſtates from 
the Church of Rome. againſt the damnable er- 
tors, 3s they call it, of that old church, in which 
they have juſt now allowed falvation. Is this 
candid dealing? Does it become the ſincerity 
of a Chriſtian, the voice of reaſon, or the 
feelings of conſcience ? 

In my next, if time indulge my defire. you 
all have more of this plain reaſoning ; for 
tie world is ſo full of ſharp diſputes, and 
pointed controverſy, that people of different 
perſuaſions, are afraid to read them, for icar of 
being taken in, and caught in theſe fiſnermen's 
nets; for I remember a little book, entitled, 


E 3 A Net 
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A Net 2 the Fiſhers of Min, which my father 

uſed, and catried commonly in his pocket; 
and another, called James O' Shiele, which he 
alle carried about; although, believe he had 
them all by heart; and as he was a man of tole- 
rable unc derſtanding. and furiouſly fond of his 
wn religion, he ſtudied it with all his might, 
and had frequent religious combats with his 
neighbours; but as he had his books always 
open. ON theſe polemic interviews, to prove 
his arguments, his neighbours, at laſt, being 
tired of his books, urged, that he ſh ould no 
more bring ſuch une qual weapons to the field; 
upon which, he was obliged to come to the 
lacred lage, naked, and diſarmed, till at 
length, they fought the battie with their bare 
nat : and thus ended the holy war, like the 
reat Cruiſade. Both parties, however, were 
ore good fond neighbours, on every other 
eccalion ; ſerved and relteved one another, like 
brot here, until relig10n came on the carpet, 
which, if well underſtocd, and fairly and gent- 
ly ſtated and treated, would be the modera- 
rix, and infallible judge of all debates, Fut 

I had like to forgct to tell you, that the ho- 
neſt people coutd nat be long aſunder: where- 
fore, thev diſpatched commiſſaries to one ano- 
ther, with formal preliminary articles of peace, 
which were readily accepted by all the belli 


gerent powers, except two articles, viz. My 


father was to be obliged never to quote an 


argument or proof from his ſavourite books, 45 
ie 


> 
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elſe born them. as a ſacrifice of peace offering, 
for all the wrangles, diſputes, and quarre! 
which they io frequently bred, and ſomented 
between two, heretofore, honeſt, obliging 
parties, and charitable neighbours. The other 
negatived article was, that, They ſhould never 
urge one argument from Calvin's writings, 
and obj=Etioas to the Church of Rome, or thole 
of Bezle, or Monſieur Claude, miniiter of 
Charentau, &c. &c. Unleſs he got tie liber- 
ty to come armed with the ſacred ſword, and 
artillery of his Net, James O'Shiele, and his lit- 
tle Px Vobis. (The title of a ſmall volume, 
tucking upon religion) Both theſe articles of 
peace were negatived, by theſe co-rival, con- 
tending powers, until they drank copious, and 
ſpilt large libations of 49:42 i; the amicable 
effect of which was (though that is not often 
the caſe) that they went off all of one na- 
tural religion, and had no more diſpute upon 
the ſupernatural one; mutually, and inter- 
chapgeably bound in a firm league to one ano- 
ther, that they never would break the concord 
of good fellowſhip, and friendly neighbour 
hood, ſor the future, on the ſcore of hard 
queſtions and incomprehenſible myſteries of 
lth, until they would conſult honeſt, un- 
prejudiced people, of all religions; and take 
down their reaſons and compare them, and 
then have the d=cifion of all religious contro- + 
rerſies to a jury of twenty-five, the moſt pions, 
learned, and honeſt of the kingdom; five Pa- 

| pilts, 
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piſts, five Proteſtants, five Diſſenters (al! c“ 
gymen) five Lay-noblemen, and three ah 
Lawyers, one of Ireland, one of England, a; 
ther of Scotland, and two able notaries, 
write and regiſter the acts and deciſions of 
court. But you are to know, that the ab 
Jury, or committee, were to he ſtricty { 
to decide impartially, &c. and if they ſh 
not agree, the poor honeſt people engaę 
ſincerely to appeal to the court of Heavq 
and leave the caſe to their great God, \ 
cannot deceive, nor be,deceived. 


Adieu, 


Yeur ſincere Friend, « 
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